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in event trouble and as we might be able to furnish possible
reactions here to various alternative courses of action Department
may be considering.

Byroade

32. Editorial Note

• »
The fourth tripartite meeting convened at 6 p.m. (London time)

July 30, and discussed a revised draft communique prepared prior to
the meeting. Murphy informed the other representatives that he had
not yet received Departmental instructions regarding the communi-
que and, therefore, was not in a position __ to give United States
approval to the document. Britain and France reluctantly agreed to
postpone publication of the communique. After discussions, in
which Murphy participated, the draft communique was again re-
vised. The new version retained most of the provisions of the initial
draft except that: (1) the reference to a fair financial return was
deleted from the clause asserting that Egypt's legitimate interests
would be protected; (2) all reference to a forthcoming conference
was deleted; and (3) a new paragraph strongly condemning the
particulars of the Egyptian action was added. The text, entitled
"First Redraft of Communique", reads:

"(I) The Governments of France, the United Kingdom and the
United States regard the Suez Canal as an international waterway of
vital importance which is an essential factor in the whole world
economy, and consider that it should continue to be operated in
accordance with the principles laid down in the Convention of
October 29, 1888.

"(II) The three Governments note with grave concern that the
Egyptian Government in proclaiming that they were acting in a spirit
of retaliation, have given a political character to their action of July
26, 1956, and have, by that action, arbitrarily and unilaterally,
purported to abolish a system which afforded all the guarantees
necessary to ensure the respect of the principles. They deplore the
fact that the Egyptian Government have had recourse to what
amounts to a denial of fundamental human rights by compelling
foreign employees of the Suez Canal Company to continue work
under threat of imprisonment.

"(Ill) In order that all countries concerned may have confidence
that the principles embodied in the Convention of 1888 will be
respected, it is necessary to establish operating arrangements under
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